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parkS
Corrick Center ups enrollment Study 
reveals 
parking 
problems
Making tax season ‘EZ’
A recent study done by the 
parking office found that of 
the 2,872 parking spaces on 
campus, on average 50 to 60 
spots aren’t being used each 
day.
The study 
included a 
data collec-
tion taken 
from Jan. 
12 to Jan. 16 
of this year 
b e t w e e n 
the hours 
of 9:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Each 
lot was monitored every half 
hour, and the calculations 
were based on the number 
of empty spots in each of the 
specified lots.
“We wanted to see how the 
parking lots are being uti-
lized by taking a look at how 
many people use them and
Taxes. It’s the one word that 
sends shivers down most adults’ 
spines. And when tax season rolls 
around, don’t expect stress levels to 
be anywhere but off the chart.
For college students, tax anxi-
ety can be much worse. On top of 
homework, jobs and a social life, 
taxes are often at the back of stu-
dents’ minds.
According to accounting profes-
sor Mary Bader, many students 
have their parents take care of the 
forms, numbers and dollar signs.  
But for those who don’t, there 
are many forms of help such as 
personal tax preparation software 
and volunteer income tax assis-
tance sites.
“Both the Minnesota and North 
Dakota Web sites (taxes.state.mn.us 
and taxes.state.nd.us) have links 
to sites that let you know if you 
qualify for free e-filing, which most 
students will,” Bader said. 
“One of the requirements to free 
e-file is that the taxpayer is 25 years 
old or younger in 2008 with house-
hold income of less than $56,000,” 
she said. 
There are several other tax prepa-
ration programs available.  
Remember to pay attention to 
detail and fine print to be sure of 
hidden charges before you start the 
program.
“Another thing to remember is to 
use the Web sites at the state level 
to e-file, because if you use the 
IRS Web site to e-file, the software 
companies may charge you,” Bader 
said.
Although there are many soft-
ware programs, some people still 
prefer to use the paper forms.  
Moorhead 
colleges ask 
for support
The presidents of MSUM and 
MSCTC said during a press 
conference Feb. 12 that stu-
dents need to speak up about 
the current budget crisis.
Ann Valentine, president 
of MSCTC, focused on life 
stories of individuals who 
attend the technical colleges in 
Minnesota. 
She discussed rural poverty 
and the hardships people are 
facing due to higher education 
becoming more and more dif-
ficult to afford and maintain. 
“You must articulate your 
concerns diplomatically,” 
Valentine said, “and contact 
our state senators respectfully 
to voice your concerns.”
President Edna Szymanski 
focused more on education as 
an “economic stimulus”and 
how we, as students and
by beN SaiLer
Assistant Editor
The Corrick Center is plan-
ning to increase its enrollment 
starting next fall. 
Currently, the program 
accepts 200 students per 
year. However, the demand 
is much higher; approximate-
ly 400 applicants are turned 
down annually. 
By allowing more students 
to enroll, more college hope-
fuls will have a chance to 
further their education while 
giving the university a need-
ed boost in enrollment. 
“We’ll do it in increments,” 
Corrick Center chairperson 
Dennis Jacobs said. “First 
we’ll go from 220 to 230 stu-
dents (next) year, and if that 
works out okay and we don’t 
feel too overcrowded, we 
might go up to 250.” 
Located in Murray 
Commons, the Corrick Center 
is described as an “alterna-
tive entry point” into the uni-
versity for students who do 
not meet MSUM’s minimum 
admission requirements, but 
still show potential to suc-
ceed in college. 
It allows incoming fresh-
men and sophomores to take 
general courses through a 
curriculum designed to ease 
new students into the univer-
sity with smaller class sizes in 
a tight-knit atmosphere. beN SaiLer / THe advoCaTeCorrick Center chairman dennis Jacobs teaches a science class Tuesday in the lower level of 
Murray Commons. 
by JeNeSSa McaLLiSTer
Staff Writer
by JeNNY HiLLereN
Staff Writer
pHoTo iLLuSTraTioN bY CHriS Huber / THe advoCaTe
Students have many resources available to them to 
help with filing taxes.
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Noise complaint, Lot D
Escort, Library
Auto boot, Lot V
False fire alarm, CA
Jump start
Motor vehicle accident, 
Lot P 
Escort, Lot F 
Unsecured door, Lommen
Jump start 
Escort, CB
Escort, Science Lab
Alcohol offense, smoking 
offense and disorderly 
conduct, Lot D
Jump start, Lot D
Unsecured door, Bridges
False fire alarm
Unsecured door, Science 
Lab
Grant access, Weld
Escort, Library
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Advocate meetings 
4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to their weekly meetings in 
The Advocate office. Pick up 
an application today and ap-
ply to be a sports writer, staff 
writer, cartoonist or   photog-
rapher. Photographers meet-
ing at 4:30 p.m.
Nominate a student 
The Who’s Who Among 
Students in American 
Universities and Colleges 
Program has honored out-
standing campus leaders for 
their scholastic and co-cur-
ricular achievments. 
Nominate a worthy student 
for this honor Friday before 
4 p.m. 
Certificates will be present-
ed to winners of the honor 
at 4:30 p.m. April 6 in CMU 
101. 
Applying study 
abroad to 
employment
Thomas Hill will pres-
ent “Get the Big Picture: 
How to Apply Your Study 
Abroad Experience To Gain 
Employment Here.” 
The lecture is at noon on 
Tuesday in CMU 217.     
 
Developing your 
career
The workshop, “Exploring 
your Personality” will be held 
from noon to 1:15 p.m. on 
Wednesday in Bridges 265.
This workshop will help to 
identify personality character-
istics that can be useful in 
understanding work habits.  
 
Minnesota State 
University holds job 
fair 
The Minnesota State 
University job and internship 
fair in Minneapolis is coming 
up.  
More than 100 employers 
will attend to seek out appli-
cants. 
There is a $15 non-refund-
able fee required at the door.  
The fair will be held on 
Friday at the Minneapolis 
Convention Center.  
 For more information visit 
the Job Fair home page at 
www.mnsujobfair.org. 
Jazz concert comes 
up
The Concordia College 
music department will present 
Jazz I and II at 7:30 tonight in 
Buxton Hanson Hall, Hvidsen 
Hall of Music. 
Celebrate black 
history month 
Come celebrate at the 
Wellness Center from 5 to 6 
p.m. Monday at the Wellness 
Center there will be a free 
Simpa African tribal dance 
class. 
This is open for all MSUM 
students, staff and faculty. 
Bring a student ID, and a 
friend can come for $5.  
 
Basketball goes pink
The women’s basketball 
team is sponsoring “Go Pink 
with the Dragons.” 
There are T-shirts on sale in 
the bookstore, MeritCare gift 
shop, athletic department and 
online at www.msumdragons.
com. The shirts are $10. 
Dr. Michael Bouton will 
hold a lecture on breast cancer 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday in SL 118. 
All funds from T-shirt sales, 
Extreme Pita and auction sales 
benefit Roger Maris Cancer 
Center.  
Workshops for CPR 
and AED training
As a public health proj-
ect, several nursing students 
under the supervision of Al 
Breuer will provide two train-
ing workshops on CPR and 
BY LESLIE WOOD
Staff Writer
 
Bathroom vandalism
The men’s bathroom on 
CMU second floor was report-
ed vandalized at 8 a.m. on Feb. 
9. A stall door had been writ-
ten on with permanent marker 
with the word “Nope.”
Heart attack in 
MacLean
Security officers responded 
to a report that a female stu-
dent believed she was having 
a heart attack in MacLean at 
11:27 a.m. on Feb. 11. Medical 
assistance was called and an 
ambulance transported the 
student to the hospital.
Laptop stolen 
A female student’s backpack 
containing her laptop and per-
sonal belongings were stolen 
outside of Hansen Theatre at 
4:20 p.m. on Feb. 11. 
Student stated that she left 
her bag outside of Hansen for 
10 minutes and it was gone 
when she returned. The Apple 
iBook cost approximately 
$1,200.
Intoxicated male 
outside Nelson
Security officers noticed a 
person stumbling in Lot D at 
3:55 a.m. on Feb. 15. 
The non-student male was 
stopped when trying to enter 
an exterior door of Nelson. 
The intoxicated male yelled 
vulgarities at the officers. 
The 24-year-old then started 
smoking a cigarette on school 
campus. This individual 
will be banned from campus 
pending review from security 
office. 
Security update  
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks
Apparent hear attack in MacLean
Let’s talk about sex! 
The Advocate has teamed up with Hendrix to answer 
students’ questions about sex. 
Submit questions to advocate@mnstate.edu 
or slide it under the door of CMU 110. 
2.19  - 2.25
2.19
2.20
2.21
2.22
2.24
2.25
Indoor Track and Field, Beaver Twilight at Bemidji State
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Swimming and diving, Conference 
Championships at Omaha, Neb.  
6:30 p.m. Black History Month Movie: “Crash,” CMU
7:30 p.m. Ladysmith Black Mambazo, Hansen Theatre
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Swimming and diving, Conference 
Championships at Omaha, Neb. 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Minnesota State Universities Job and Intern-
ship Fair, Minneapolis Convention Center
3 p.m.  Inauguration of President Edna Szymanski, Hansen 
Theatre
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. DragonFrost formal dance, CMU Ballroom
Indoor track and field, Snowshoe Open at Minneapolis
9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Swimming and diving, Conference 
Championships at Omaha, Neb.
6 p.m. Women’s basketball versus Concordia-St. Paul
8 p.m. Men’s basketball versus Concordia-St. Paul
Indoor Track and field, Parents’ Day Open at Minneapolis
2 p.m. Wrestling versus Upper Iowa
3 p.m. Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band, Weld
10 a.m. PRSSA Blood Drive, CMU
Noon Afternoon Delight, CMU
7:30 p.m. Fiancé, CMU Ballroom
7:30 p.m. “Compleat Female Stage Beauty,” Hansen Theatre,
shown through Feb. 28
8 p.m. UG Unplugged, Underground
8 p.m. Men’s basketball at Northern State
The
apH
the use of an automated exter-
nal defibrilator (AED). 
The training will take place 
from 1 to 2 p.m. on March 2 in 
CMU 214 and from 3 to 4 p.m. 
March 9 in CMU 214. 
To register go to secure.
mnsu.edu/mnscupd/login/
default.asp?campusid=0072, 
click on search for a class then 
click search. The current offer-
ings for MSUM will show up 
and then register for the time 
that best suits your schedule. 
Denver indie rock 
band takes stage
Fiancé plays British pop, 
indie rock and classical com-
position. 
They will perform at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday in the CMU 
Ballroom. 
Tickets are $3 for students 
and $5 general admission. 
Also on stage will be The 
Fillers and The Emporium. 
Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo performs
The South African group 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo 
just won its third Grammy for 
best world music album. 
They will perform at 
7:30 tonight in the Hansen 
Theatre. 
Month of bearded 
love pushed back
The Bearded Men improv 
show was rescheduled to 
start at 7:30 p.m., $3 at Babb’s 
Coffee in Fargo.  
Fit and fire dragon 
training group
The training group is a three-
month membership that starts 
March 1 and runs through May 
31 at the Wellness Center. 
The membership includes 
an array of seminars, registra-
tion in the 5k/10k run/walk, 
access to all classes and more. 
Cost for students is $50, fac-
ulty and staff $120 and com-
munity members $150.
The registration deadline 
is March 1. For more infor-
mation about registering call 
477-2213 or email parmer@
mnstate.edu. 
Become a 
professional writer 
The Grant Institute’s 101: 
Professional Grant Proposal 
Writing Workshop is from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. March 23 to 25 
in Los Angeles. 
Development professionals, 
researchers, faculty and grad-
uate students should register 
soon. 
There will be three courses 
that will be completed within 
the three day workshop.
All participants will receive 
certification in professional 
grant writing from the insti-
tute.   
For more information call 
888-824-4424 or visit The 
Grant Institute at www.the-
grantinstituteonline.com
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Apply in person at: 
2829 S. University Drive, Fargo 
 www.pcifargo.com
EOE
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 
PAID TRAINING
Hiring Immediately!
P/T & F/T TELESALES - $9/HR BASE PAY EARNING UP 
TO $12/HR! 
After the dispersal of finan-
cial aid overage checks, many 
students’ bank accounts are 
brimming with more lovely 
zeros than usual. Days are 
filled with more sunshine and 
many individuals are already 
suffering from the spring 
break itch. 
After five long months of 
winter hibernation, all these 
factors can contribute to high 
spring break spending.  
While staying in this area 
may not seem as glamorous 
or warm as a jaunt to a white, 
sandy beach, options still exist 
to adventurously break the 
lull of winter without break-
ing the pocketbook.  
Set the body in motion and 
the adrenaline pumping with 
a day or weekend excursion 
at indoor rock-climbing gym 
Vertical Endeavors. 
Located in St. Paul, Minn., 
Endeavors boasts a climb-
ing cornucopia of more than 
18,200 feet of Artificial Rock 
Technology Wall, one of the 
largest and most realistic sur-
faces in the world. 
They satisfy the needs of 
climbers of all levels, from 
beginner to expert.
People new to the sport 
can enroll in a basic climbing 
safety course which costs $30 
for two hours. Private lessons 
begin at $50 per hour.
“If you have little rock 
experience and no veteran to 
show you the ropes, they are 
worth every penny,” Michael 
Heitland, a seasoned veteran 
in rock, ice and glacier climb-
ing said.
Orbitz.com travel agent 
Olivia Garcia had her first 
guided rock-climbing experi-
ence in July 2008. 
“It was a rush,” Garcia said. 
“Here you are, trying to climb 
this rock, and you are looking 
up at it, realizing you have 
to get up there and the only 
thing to get you up there is 
rope.”
For experienced climb-
ers looking to expand their 
knowledge base, Endeavors 
offers classes from an outdoor 
lead climbing clinic to belay 
and partner rescue.
“I don’t regret spending the 
money to learn from some-
one who knows what they 
are doing,” Heitland said. “Be 
prepared to pay attention.”
For those who wish to 
satisfy their adrenaline fix 
in a more unconventional 
method, Vertical Endeavors 
Guided Adventures offers an 
outdoor, guided ice-climbing 
trip. Guides take climbers to 
Robinson Quarry Park, locat-
ed approximately one and a 
half hours north of St. Paul in 
Sandstone, Minn. 
“Whether it is an intro-
ductory ice-climbing lesson 
or a trip to a remote wil-
derness area, we promise 
that your experience will be 
unique, rewarding and one 
that should not be missed,” 
Endeavor’s Web site said. 
 With winter winding 
down, March 14 is the last 
date for Endeavor’s outdoor 
ice climbing experience. Get 
an immediate start on spring 
break, make it a long weekend 
and stay in the area. A rate of 
$199 per person includes all 
the needed technical equip-
ment.
“It is quite different from 
rock climbing. Ice conditions 
may vary significantly along 
a single route, as where rock 
is more consistent,” Heitland 
said. “Learning how to climb 
ice well takes time.”
Climbing can improve more 
than just physical appearance 
and strength.
“It helped me overcome a 
fear of heights,” Garcia said. 
“It was a rush I’ve never felt, 
both scary and exciting.”
Check out Vertical 
Endeavors at www.vertica-
lendeavors.com/vestpaul-
new/index.html. 
LISA CALL
Staff Writer
Call can be reached at
 callli@mnstate.edu
Climbing to new heights
Outdoor adventures offer spring break travel options
SubmITTed PhoTo 
michael heitland at 12,000 feet on Granite Peak, Wausau, Wis., in 2007. heitland and two other friends, 
Jay demers and Lee Winter, successfully reached the summit in 2008. 
SubmITTed PhoTo
heitland scalling an ice ridge. 
SubmITTed PhoTo
heitland’s group heads down mount Rainier in Washington. 
I’ll interrupt my weekly fix 
of Lego Contra to talk about 
technology. 
Due to recent technical dif-
ficulties, I had to get a new 
phone. While I was in Alltel’s 
store on 13th Avenue, I couldn’t 
help but notice the roughly 10 
million phones on the shelves 
of the shoebox-sized store.
It was a source of complete 
confusion that added to my 
already wonderful night.
A few minutes earlier all the 
gauges, lights and sensors had 
spontaneously shut off in my 
car while I was driving to the 
phone store, which made me 
happy to no end.
I managed to coax the metal 
beast to a car shop in the vicin-
ity of the phone shop, at which 
time I threw my keys at the 
wrench-jockeys and said, “fix 
it.”
After that I ran across the 
street, playing the human ver-
sion of Frogger as cars roared 
by, apparently not noticing the 
six-foot-two-inch bald man get-
ting in their way.
I managed to get to the Alltel 
store with minimal injuries, 
threw my phone at the cell-
jockeys and said, “fix it.”
While I was waiting for what 
would surely be an excuse, I 
looked at the millions of phones 
and tried to decide which one 
I would let them offer me as a 
payoff.
While there were a number 
of phones that offered every-
thing from camera devices and 
Internet access to the ability 
to control Skynet, I ultimately 
chose the one that would best 
suit me.
Which turned out to be the 
same phone I hated before—the 
one that really only allows me 
to talk on it, as well as make the 
occasional text.
This choice seemed to be the 
correct one, because being con-
nected to the world 24/7 seems 
like the most stressful thing 
possible, aside from being the 
opinion editor.
      
New study brings 
parking problems 
back into 
campus spotlight
Parking is the age-old annoyance of students and 
faculty.
The most recent study released by campus security 
claims many parking spaces remain unused for much 
of the day.
According to the data, there are 17 spaces open on 
average throughout the many lots on campus on any 
given day.
While this would seem to run counter to the com-
mon complaint that are not enough parking spots on 
campus, trying to find one of those open spaces when 
you’ve got five minutes to get to class is not an easy 
task. 
Seventeen simply isn’t that many spaces, and indica-
tive that the lots are generally overcrowded much of 
the day. 
Some officials have proposed the idea of selling more 
permits, based on the number of open parking spots. 
As of this past semester, however, more permits were 
sold than there were total parking spaces on campus.
Now, let’s stop here for a moment. If more permits 
were sold than spaces were available this past semes-
ter, then obviously the solution to the parking problem 
here is to sell even more permits? 
Try to make sense out of that one. 
Another issue that could be touched upon is how in 
2007, 24 trees were removed from the space between 
the CMU and Lommen to make room for more park-
ing—parking that is apparently going unused on many 
occasions.
It was an unpopular decision for something few seem 
to want. It would appear as though people don’t want 
to be nickeled and dimed for parking, on top of paying 
a considerable sum for a parking permit. 
No matter how this problem gets resolved, it will be 
important to remember the perspective that parking 
is a problem at virtually every college campus in the 
nation.
As frustrating as parking issues may be at MSUM in 
particular, at some point the issue needs to either be 
solved or put to rest. This is a complaint that refuses to 
go away, with no constructive solutions apparently on 
the table. 
With that said, let’s hope the university doesn’t exacer-
bate the problem by continuing to oversell permits. 
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Advocate boardeditorial
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be 
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature, 
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Heidi Shaffer
Editor
Chris Erickson
Opinion Editor
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Technology is for suckers
Ben Sailer
Assistant Editor
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Stuck on the grid?
E-mail Erickson
at erickchr@mnstate.edu
Dating questions
 
 
They say dating is like a job interview that can go on for years, 
but I think it’s a lot more complicated than that.
See, in a job interview, I’d never reveal that I only eat white foods 
or that I can name all the characters from the cantina band scene 
in “Star Wars.”
A date is trickier, because you want to be honest with the person, 
but at the same time, you know that few guys will view it as a 
positive personality trait when you let slip that your favorite band 
is The Monkees.
It’s hard to determine where being open about yourself with a 
potential partner crosses into letting secrets slip that are better left 
unsaid.
Maybe it’s never OK to let all of your inner self slip and share 
that you pee in the shower or once shot a man in Reno because he 
didn’t like Johnny Cash.
If you are going to be honest, you have to decide at what point to 
share your oddities. After how many dates do you reveal that most 
of your free time is spent reading trashy paperback romances?
That’s why I propose a dating ID card system. Every single can 
carry an information card identifying their deal-breaking flaws 
— “leaves socks on the floor,” “randomly quotes ‘Star Trek’ epi-
sodes,” “wears same underwear two weeks in a row,” “drives a 
Chevette.”
Confessing our quirks upfront prevents the unpleasant surprise 
of finding out a few months into a relationship that he believes the 
moon landing was faked to hide an alien invasion.
If nothing else, it could help us at least find others with compat-
ible quirks. After all, maybe it would be better if, instead of hiding 
the fact that I’m afraid of rabbits, I could just look for a guy who 
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Do you ever drive around 
trying to find a parking spot 
because you don’t want to pay 
for the ridiculously expensive 
parking pass?
Well, I do and I often find 
spots that my car will almost 
fit in, but the person either 
in front or behind me doesn’t 
know how to park, so I can’t 
park there. 
It is very annoying driv-
ing around forever and seeing 
all of these could-be parking 
spots, but people either don’t 
want their cars scratched so 
they park all wonky, or they 
just don’t know how to prop-
erly park. 
Just today I was driving 
along and found a spot. But 
the person who last parked, 
parked about 10 to 15 feet 
from the car in front of them. 
So I couldn’t park in front or 
behind them. So instead I had 
a nice five-minute walk. 
The walk wasn’t all that bad 
because it wasn’t that cold out, 
but the fact that this person 
didn’t have the courteousy to 
move a few feet up ircked me. 
Don’t get me wrong; a lit-
tle walk does the body good. 
I don’t mind walking a bit 
sometimes, but when it’s cold 
out I like to get inside a build-
ing as quickly as possible, and 
I assume most people agree.  
Personally, I think some 
students should take park-
ing classes or be courteous of 
other people trying to find a 
spot too.
If they don’t want their car 
hit or banged up, then get 
a stinking parking pass and 
your baby will be fine. 
So to all you people who 
don’t know how to park, 
please be courteous and learn 
how.  
What is important to col-
lege students? 
I can’t tell you because it’s 
a broad spectrum. Some of us 
want good grades. Some want 
relationships. Some want a 
good resume.
In the end, it doesn’t matter 
because no matter what any 
one college student wants for 
him or herself, they’re getting 
a college experience.
The college experience 
could be defined as an amal-
gam of all things found in 
college. Whether it is clubs 
or groups, life experiences 
or knowledge, every stu-
dent will get something from 
the experience, for better or 
worse. It is never as simple as 
we would like it to be, but it 
is certainly rewarding.
I have been in college for 
several years, and I am still 
very uncertain of what type 
of career I want to pursue.
I am conflicted. Nothing 
seems to interest me and I 
can’t seem to figure out where 
I fit in. I can say that my 
outlook on the 
world has cer-
tainly changed 
over the past few 
years, though.
I am more 
aware of poli-
tics and society. 
I can postulate 
my ideas much 
more clearly than when I was 
in high school. I have become 
more refined and stronger as 
a person.
The experience I am receiv-
ing breaks stereotypes and 
idealized social mores. I don’t 
see the same world I saw 10 
years ago, rather I see hope 
and desire in the minds and 
hearts of my fellow students. 
I’ve seen peers create things 
that are as much a marvel to 
me as a satellite. 
I am surrounded by a soci-
ety of thinkers and idea mak-
ers who refuse to stray from 
their dreams. The experience 
doesn’t make me a different 
person but includes me as a 
person.
The more students work 
together, the more students 
shape the world, because in 
10 years we are going to be 
the voices of America.
In 10 years, we can shape 
the world the way we want 
it. We will decide whether we 
succeed or fail, because we 
will be the scientists, econo-
mists, politicians and writers.
Perhaps it is because of this 
experience that I am fairly 
uncertain of my own future. 
Perhaps it is because the ideas 
surrounding me seem so intel-
ligent and intuitive that I feel 
the need to do as much as 
possible.
In the end it really won’t 
matter, as long as I’m part 
of it.
Are you radically honest when dating?
E-mail Strnad
at strnadal@mnstate.edu
Hate the parking at school?
E-mail Hasse
at hassemi@mnstate.edu
Learning to park with courtesy
Certain or uncertain?
E-mail Fracassi
at fracassan@mnstate.edu
Defining the experiences of college life
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When cameras flash, emo-
tions run high and 24 enve-
lopes wait to be opened, you 
know it’s Oscar time.
Once a year, the best and 
brightest of Hollywood come 
out to show their stuff and 
honor their own in the movie 
equivalent of the Super Bowl.
It may not have the physical 
violence of football, but the 
competition is just as fierce. 
This year is no exception, as 
some of the nominees are in a 
close race for the honor to take 
home that little golden man. 
Here is an overview of some of 
the biggest categories.
This year is pretty straight-
forward as far as Best Picture 
goes.  The films that are lacking 
are “Frost/Nixon” and “The 
Reader,” neither of which have 
much steam behind them as far 
as buzz goes, and are not likely 
to collect much in the other 
categories.
Look out for “Slumdog 
Millionaire,” a beautiful tale 
set in urban India that chroni-
cles one boy’s journey to find 
his lost love, intercutting with 
his one chance to reach her 
attention on the Indian ver-
sion of “Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire.”
While “Milk” and “The 
Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button” are excellent films, 
they lack the creative and sty-
listic edge that “Slumdog” pos-
sesses.
One of the closest races lies 
in the Best Actor category. 
Each of the actors gave fantas-
tic performances in their films. 
Frontrunners are Brad Pitt in 
“Benjamin Button” and Mickey 
Rourke in “The Wrestler.”
Rourke seems the favorite, 
but Sean Penn’s  heartfelt and 
convincing turn as the first 
openly gay elected official, 
Harvey Milk, in “Milk” could 
take the award.  
Here is a big toss up: 
Kate Winslet has taken two 
Golden Globes for her roles 
in “Revolutionary Road” and 
“The Reader” so far this sea-
son, but was only nominat-
ed for “The Reader” for Best 
Actress in the Oscars. Meryl 
Streep goes for another Oscar 
with “Doubt.”
While these are the popular 
choices to win, a recent trend, 
including Marion Cotillard’s 
win last year, has the dark 
horse nominee likely to win.
Don’t be surprised if Melissa 
Leo for “Frozen River” takes 
the award. Every competition 
needs a wild card.
Keep an eye on “The 
Dark Knight” for Best 
Cinematography. Wally 
Pfister’s work with the IMAX 
camera was phenomenal.
Pfister filmed in Chicago 
and turned it into a Gotham 
City that doesn’t look like it 
comes from a comic book. 
He made it into a real, dingy 
American city that the Caped 
Crusader protects, which is no 
small feat.
Anthony Dod Mantle’s work 
with “Slumdog” will likely 
arise victorious. His combined 
use of experimental cam-
eras and less-than-traditional 
means of videography to cap-
ture the grittiness of  Mumbai 
adds additional layers to the 
film that make it truly extraor-
dinary.
Although it is disapointing to 
not see Christopher Nolan for 
“Dark Knight,” this year’s Best 
Directing Oscar will likely go 
to Danny Boyle for “Slumdog 
Millionaire.”
While David Fincher 
deserves credit for “Benjamin 
Button,” Boyle proved he had 
the talent to make a great 
movie with “Slumdog.”
With his previous films, 
such as “28 Days Later” and 
“Sunshine,” he was able to cre-
ate a strong fan base and bring 
a distinct style to the screen. 
Using that, he crafted a popu-
lar and touching, yet exciting, 
film that could be his master-
piece.
Oscar predictions
7:00 p.m., Feb. 22, on ABC 
Best Supporting Actor:
Heath Ledger — “The 
Dark Knight” 
Best Supporting Actress:
Penelope Cruz — “Vicky 
Christina Barcelona” 
Best Screenplay (Original):
“WALL-E” 
 
Best Screenplay 
(Adapted):
“Slumdog Millionaire” 
Best Documentary:
“Man on Wire”
 
Best Foreign Film:
“Waltz with Bashir”
 
Will Not Win Any Oscars:
“Frost/Nixon”
“Wanted”
“Iron Man”
submiTTed PhoTo
“slumdog millionaire” will likely take several awards including 
best Picture at the 2009 oscars.
submiTTed PhoTo
melissa Leo might win an oscar 
for best Actress for her role in 
“Frozen River.”
‘Slumdog’ favored at Oscars
by mAXWeLL heesCh
Staff Writer
heesch can be reached 
at maxheesch@hotmail.com
submiTTed PhoTo
sean Penn’s performance as harvey milk in “milk” earned him a 
nomination for best Actor.
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Pistol
Pete’s
1772 W Main Ave
West Fargo, ND 
701.478.4012
No cover charge with 
valid student ID!
Live Music!
Feb. 20 & 21: 
Joy Ride
What do you get when you 
cross a piano, a bass, drums 
and three professors? A jazz 
trio of course.
That is the Simon Rowe 
Trio, which is composed of 
Allen Carter (drums), Alex 
Pershounin (bass) and Simon 
Rowe himself (piano), all of 
whom teach in MSUM’s music 
department.
A native of Sydney, 
Australia, Simon Rowe came 
to the United States as a teen-
ager to pursue his love of 
music.
“It’s the greatest country for 
jazz,” Rowe said.
His high school experience 
at the Performing Art School 
in Houston led him to Chicago 
where he studied music at 
Northwestern.
To further his studies, Rowe 
traveled back to Sydney where 
he continued his education in 
music and also met his wife. 
But they weren’t there for 
long.
By the mid-1980s, Rowe was 
back in the United States, with 
just as much, if not more, love 
and energy for jazz music.  
It wasn’t long before the 
talented professor started his 
own production company, 
Catalyst Productions, where 
he had five national releases in 
about five years.
With his production com-
pany, Rowe was able to work 
with some of the major jazz 
icons in the St. Louis and 
Kansas City, Mo., areas.
“It was a dream to give back 
to some of the mentors who 
helped me grow as a musi-
cian and further the art form,” 
Rowe said. 
Eventually, Rowe’s  joy for 
the art form led him to teach 
his passion to others. Rowe 
has taught as a professor in 
the MSUM music department 
for five years.
“Playing music renews my 
energy and reminds me of 
my love for it,” Rowe said. 
“While teaching makes it more 
exciting to be able to see the 
growth of students under my 
guidance.”
Rowe, along with his col-
league Ryan Jackson, is help-
ing to “reshape the music 
industry portion of the music 
department offerings.“
“We are very fortunate 
to have a community-wide 
wealth of experience at MSUM 
and the tri-college commu-
nity,” Rowe said. “It’s a very 
fertile environment for aspir-
ing professionals in the music 
industry.”
Although playing and 
teaching jazz are great pas-
sions of Rowe’s, he also likes 
to sit back and let it “wash 
over” him.
Some of his favorites are 
pianist Bill Evans, trumpeter 
Chet Baker and saxophonist 
Sonny Stitt. This is only to 
name a few, considering he 
has upwards of 1,500 albums.
To catch one the Simon 
Rowe Trio’s exhilarating per-
formances, check out listings 
and performances at Studio 
222 in downtown Fargo, the 
F-M area’s newest jazz venue. 
Rowe and his trio have perfor-
mances scheduled throughout 
the spring. 
Feb. 20 
 
“Tyler Perry’s Madea Goes 
to Jail” - PG-13 
 
“Fired Up!” - PG-13 
 
“Eleven Minutes” - R 
 
“Must Read After My 
Death” - NR
Feb. 24 
“Star Ocean: The Last 
Hope” - X360
 
“Stoked” - X360 
 
Feb. 27 
“Killzone 2” - PS3
Feb. 24
Hatebreed 
“For the Lions” 
 
Lamb of God 
“Wrath” 
 
The Bran Flakes 
“I Have Hands”
Movies MusicGames
Professors bring jazz to town
by JeNNY hiLLeReN
Staff Writer
hilleren can be reached 
at jennyhilleren@hotmail.com
sAYWARd hoNeR  / The AdvoCATe
The simon Rowe Trio, from left, simon Rowe, Alex Pershounin and Allen Carter play jazz on Fridays at studio 222 in downtown Fargo.
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By JOHN HANSEN
Staff Writer
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Three Moorhead 
locations!
South Moorhead
(South of the Interstate)
EasTen Mall
Downtown Mhd 
(blocks away from MSUM,
behind KFC)
Great for Psych, education, nursing, pre-med, SW, health care ad-
ministration, speech, undecided majors or anybody with a desire to 
help others. Great resume builder! 
 
Part-time every other weekends. Part-time weekdays starting at 
2:45-3pm. Work with children and/or adults. 
   
$9.51/hr + bonus & other benefits. Comprehensive training to build both 
professional & personal growth.  Must be dependable, have good work ethic 
& at least a year commitment to ensure consistent quality service.   
 
Fun!         Flexible!        Rewarding! 
  FM Chamber Non-Profit of the Year!  
To learn more, or to join 
our team contact us at 
www.creativecare.org 
Submit CCRI Application to: 
CCRI  725 Center Ave. Ste. 7  
Moorhead MN 56560 
(218)  331-2029EEO/AAE 
Direct Support Professional  
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Got Experience? 
Get it with CCRI! 
Helping people with  
disabilities 
Don’t 
miss your 
chance to 
advertise with 
The Advocate!
For only $20 this 
space could be 
yours.
Contact us 
at advocate@
mnstate.edu
 
Ready for wrestling combat
Former MSUM wrestler Keenan Spiess leads Dragons to victory on mat
Dragon wrestlers are led 
onto the mat, “into combat,” 
as Keenan Spiess would say, 
by someone who was in the 
trenches himself. Spiess racked 
up a 99-52 record when he 
wrestled for the Dragons from 
1992 to 1995.
His education degree ini-
tially landed him an elemen-
tary school teaching job, but 
he couldn’t stay away from 
the mat. Spiess helmed the 
squad at his alma mater, 
Fargo North High School, for 
four years. 
He was an assistant with 
the Dragons before receiving 
the top job when John Sterner 
retired.
Spiess, in his sixth season as 
MSUM head coach, recently 
fielded 10 questions from The 
Advocate. 
Q: Did you grow up 
wanting to be a wrestling 
coach?
A: No, I wanted to be a 
cop. I started out as a criminal 
justice major (at NDSU) and 
I switched over to education 
after coming here. Then I went 
into teaching and coaching.
Q: Which coach do you 
most look up to?
A: Sterner was the big one. 
He was such a positive influ-
ence and a great motivator. He 
was a guy where you never 
left feeling bad about your-
self. 
Q: What do you do for 
fun in the offseason?
A: I like to golf. I’m glad my 
daughter (age 12) is getting 
into golf now, so we can do 
that together. I go for walks 
with my wife (and) play ball 
with the kids.
Q: A lot of people don’t 
understand the appeal of 
wrestling. Can you explain 
why you like wrestling?
A: If you go do it the first 
time, usually you’re gonna get 
beat. It’s just you and the guy 
you’re wrestling and every-
one watching you; you can’t 
hide within the team. But if 
you can get past that point 
and start beating other guys, 
there’s no other feeling like it 
in the world.
You learn so many lessons 
in wrestling. The biggest one 
is to persevere because you 
go through hell in wrestling. 
There are practices where you 
lose seven or eight pounds of 
water weight.
Q: Do you have a motto 
you coach by?
A: I want (my wrestlers) 
to be good people first, then 
good students, then good ath-
letes. When they’re done here, 
I want them to get a good job 
and be part of the community.
Q: If you weren’t a 
coach, what would you be 
doing?
A: I could probably make a 
lot more money if I was in the 
business world, but these days 
you gotta be thankful you have 
a job. I can see myself being a 
cop or a fireman. I wouldn’t 
mind that.
Q: What Web site do you 
visit most?
A: The Guillotine (the 
Minnesota wrestling site, at 
www.theguillotine.com).
Q: Do you have a good 
coaching book to recom-
mend?
A: The one I really like is 
by probably the biggest name 
in wrestling, Dan Gable. It’s 
called “Coaching Wrestling 
Successfully,” but you could 
use it for most sports.
Q: What’s the best fea-
ture about MSUM for ath-
letes?
A: We might not have the 
most scholarships, but you can 
get a lot of kids here because 
it’s a nice-sized community 
(and) school’s pretty afford-
able. We have a Division II 
niche here with NDSU and 
Concordia in different divi-
sions.
Q: What’s your best 
memory of your time 
coaching the Dragons?
A: As an assistant coach 
(in 1997), I was Nate 
Hendrickson’s wrestling part-
ner all year. He was unde-
feated, and he won the nation-
al tournament over in Fargo 
and got voted Outstanding 
Wrestler in Division II.
This is the second in a 
weekly series profiling 
Dragon coaches.
Hansen can be reached 
at johnvhansen@hotmail.com
&  QA
JOHN HANSEN / THE AdvOcATE
sophomore wrestler derek Bomstad (left) talks with MSUM head wrestling coach Keenan Spiess 
(right)  during a dual meet Feb. 7 against NdSU at the Bison Sports Arena in Fargo.
Many football coaches hate 
the slog of recruiting, but 
Damon Tomeo isn’t one of 
them. The Dragon head coach 
is amidst his favorite time 
of year — he brought in 23 
recruits on national signing 
day, Feb. 4, and four more 
have signed letters of intent.
Those recruits — along with 
58 returning players — have 
Tomeo feeling good about his 
upcoming fourth season at 
MSUM.
“February through April can 
be the funnest time for coach-
ing,” Tomeo, whose Dragons 
went 2-9 last season said. “We 
start working more business 
hours, which for us isn’t nor-
mal. We spend time with guys 
in the weight room as they’re 
working out. It’s not as stress-
ful of a time.”
Tomeo even enjoyed rack-
ing up 3,000 miles on his four-
wheel drive vehicle in two 
weeks in December.
“It’s not a personal record,” 
he said of the recruiting 
trip through Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa. 
He once drove 4,000 miles in 
two weeks as an assistant at 
the University of Arizona.
Of the 27 recruits, most are 
from Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
One is from Illinois and one is 
from North Dakota. Tomeo and 
six assistant coaches scoured 
the whole region, but heading 
east proved the most prosper-
ous route this year.
“A lot of kids who grew up 
in North Dakota want to go to 
NDSU or UND,” Tomeo said. 
“We wear red, we don’t wear 
green. So if it doesn’t fit, it 
doesn’t fit.”
Tomeo relishes the challenge 
of finding players who fit.
“It’s a daily battle, and a lot 
of it is against yourself to see if 
you can get to know that guy 
and see if (MSUM is) a good 
fit for them,” he said. “We’re 
a D-II school — is that what 
they’re looking for? “
Recruiting season never 
ends. Tomeo and his staff are 
already thinking about 2010.
“We’ve already started on 
the (high school) juniors,” 
Tomeo said. “Not heavy, but 
you gotta start that process. 
We’ve got 2,500 names (and) 
we’ve gotta pare it down 
to about 25. We do Internet 
research, we contact coaches. 
It’s just a huge tabulation 
of data and then watching 
video.”
Tomeo said he’ll get the itch 
for the fall season around June 
or July.
“That’s when you get excit-
ed to see the new guys,” he 
said. “We’ve been talking to 
them for a year at that point, 
so we’re excited to see them 
suit up in the red and white.”
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315 Main Ave S
-Moorhead-
218.359.0808
$2.50 U-Call-It 
Shots
9 p.m. - 1 a.m., Mon. - Sat.
Juano’s
stimulus 
plan:
4 - 8 p.m., Mon. - Thur.
$1 Baja Tacos
$1Margaritas
Coming off a five-game los-
ing streak, the Dragon wres-
tling team hit the road to 
take on St. Cloud State and 
Southwest Minnesota State. 
The team split the week-
end. They lost 12-23 to St. 
Cloud on Friday, and beat 
Southwest Minnesota 26-13 
on Saturday. 
Senior Matt Nelson lost his 
first match, but won his sec-
ond. He said he felt he could 
have wrestled better, but was 
pleased with the team’s per-
formance.
“I think that overall we 
wrestled well, not so much 
personally, but as a team,” 
he said. “We have an incred-
ible amount of talent on our 
team. I hope that we can peak 
right at regional and nation-
als time, because we haven’t 
peaked.”
The team won four of its 10 
matches on Friday and six of 
the 10 on Saturday. Senior 125-
pounder Joe Werner, senior 
165-pounder Tyler Tubbs 
and junior 285-pounder Tim 
Johnson all won both of their 
matches over weekend.
Nelson said one of the 
things he has struggled with 
is remaining self-assured. 
“I have from time to time 
struggled with confidence,” 
he said.  “The Midwest is 
the toughest wrestling region 
in the nation and sometimes 
it worries me, but I know I 
can hang with any Division II 
wrestler.”
Despite a less-than-perfect 
7-11 record, Nelson and his 
team remain secure.
“I would thoroughly enjoy 
beating one of our rivals, 
Upper Iowa, on Sunday,” he 
said. “I’m also hoping that 
the team can qualify eight 
wrestlers. I think that anyone 
in our lineup has the ability 
to qualify, but unfortunately 
we have a very tough region, 
and if someone has an off day 
it could mean staying home 
for nationals.”
The team will wrestle 
its last dual against Upper 
Iowa on Sunday in Nemzek. 
The wrestlers will head out 
to Marshall, Minn., for the 
NCAA II Regionals the fol-
lowing weekend. 
The team will graduate 
several players after this year, 
something Nelson said might 
be a struggle for next year.
“We have five of the 10 
starters graduating, so it may 
be a struggle to fill all of 
the openings, but I think that 
they could definitely do it,” 
he said.
cHriS EricKSON / THE AdvOcATE
Sophomore Tallen Wald wrestles at 157-pounds against concordia’s Lane Lunde during the Feb. 4 
dual. Wald lost in a 7-2 decision, and the dragons lost 18-15 as a team. This was the third loss in a 
six-match losing streak for the dragons.
New football recruits 
hoped to rebuild team 
By JOHN HANSEN
Staff Writer
By TiMOTHY STULKEN
Sports Editor
Hansen can be reached 
at johnvhansen@hotmail.com
Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
Dragons split weekend
Head Coach Damon 
Tomeo identified three 
recruits he is excited to 
have.
Brett McWilliams, RB, 
Roscoe, Ill.
“He’s going to dynami-
cally change our offense.”
Jared cross, DL, 
Champlin, Minn.
“He gotten better and 
better as the season pro-
gressed.” 
James Mattson, K/P, 
Eleva, Wis.
“(Mattson) can kick better 
than I’ve ever seen. We’ve 
needed that.”
recruits to watch
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   The odds of mak-
ing a math error 
are much great 
when filing the 
paper forms. But it 
is also easy to 
make mistakes on an elec-
tronic form.
Mary Bader
 Accounting Professor
“
News
Terry Shoptaugh, an archi-
vist in the library, has always 
been interested in history. 
“Some people grew up lik-
ing cars, some peo-
ple grew up liking 
sports. I grew up 
liking to listen to 
stories of my fam-
ily,” Shoptaugh 
said.
This interest has 
led Shoptaugh to 
be nominated for 
the Minnesota Book 
Award for general 
non-fiction for his book, “You 
Have Been Kind Enough to 
Assist Me: Herman Stern and 
the Jewish Refugee Crisis.”
The book follows the story 
of Herman Stern, a German 
immigrant who helped rescue 
125 Jews from Nazi Germany. 
Stern emigrated in 1903 from 
Germany to Fargo. 
Stern worked in clothing 
stores most of his life but still 
managed to help Jews who 
were being persecuted by the 
Nazis to become citizens of 
the United States.  
In order to immigrate to 
the United 
States, an 
i m m i g r a n t 
needed a 
sponsor, so 
Stern would 
fill out the 
p r o p e r 
papers to 
s p o n s o r 
them. 
He started 
with just nieces and nephews, 
which then led to his brothers. 
Word began to spread until 
he was helping people he was 
only very distantly related to. 
If any of the immigrants he 
sponsored couldn’t take care 
of themselves, he would help 
take care of them. 
Shoptaugh first wrote an 
article on Stern for the maga-
zine North Dakota History. 
Then he started interviewing 
people for the book. 
“I always like to interview 
people who went through his-
torical events. I like their per-
spective,” Shoptaugh said. 
Stern lived a life that helped 
countless individuals. 
“I like ordinary people 
who do unordinary things,” 
Shoptaugh said.
Shoptaugh, who has a doc-
torate in American history, 
said he has always been fas-
cinated by the human side of 
stories. 
“In the end, big events 
occur but you never know 
how the people are affected,” 
Shoptaugh said.
Shoptaugh has been the 
university archivist at MSUM 
since 1986 and a professor of 
history and American studies 
classes since 1995.
Shoptaugh up for Minn. Book Award
By ANDREW JASON
Staff Writer
Jason can be reached 
at jasonan@mnstate.edu
Paper forms are available 
on campus at the post office. 
There are downfalls and 
benefits of both online and 
paper taxes.
“The odds of 
making a math 
error are much 
greater when 
filing the paper 
forms. But it 
is also easy to 
make mistakes 
on an electronic 
form, especially 
if it’s question-based software 
and you’re not sure of the 
answer,” Bader said.
There is also local help 
available. Volunteer income 
tax assistance sites are avail-
able to help those in need of 
tax assistance.
A list of sites in the Fargo-
Moorhead area is available at 
www.nd.gov/tax.
“Some sites will let you just 
bring in your filled out form 
to be checked for any errors,” 
Bader said.
One of the 
most common 
questions that 
college students 
in the area have 
is what to do 
with living and 
working in dif-
ferent states.  
B a d e r 
receives this question quite 
frequently.
“If you live in Minnesota, 
for example, and work in 
North Dakota, you will want 
to fill out a reciprocity form to 
prevent your employer from 
withholding North Dakota 
state taxes,” Bader said.   
The same applies to living 
in North Dakota. There are 
reciprocity forms available on 
both the Minnesota and North 
Dakota Web sites.
Senior Erica Herfindahl will 
take care of her taxes online 
this year.  
“My mom is going to help 
me again this year, and we’ll 
use online software. I prefer 
that over the paper forms. It 
just seems so much faster,” 
Herfindahl said.
Junior Margaret Jirik will 
also be doing her taxes online 
this year.  But for the first time, 
she’ll be doing them alone.
“I decided I could man-
age on my own this year, and 
I’m not too nervous because I 
think I have all of the informa-
tion I need,” Jirik said.
supporters of the community 
need to reverse the ‘down-
ward spiral’ our higher edu-
cation is in. 
Szymanski said, “We are in 
a very conservative cost-cut-
ting mode right now, and it is 
not healthy in the long run for 
our institution.” 
Over the next few months, 
students and faculty mem-
bers alike will be experienc-
ing fewer programs and fewer 
faculty/staff. 
Another side affect will 
result in frozen positions, 
maintenance and travel avail-
abilities for students and 
groups.
The last speaker who 
attended the press conference 
was Diane Wray Williams, 
member of the Moorhead 
City Council. 
Williams has been an active 
individual in the Moorhead 
community as well as the 
community at MSUM. 
“One fourth of our town is 
made up of college students 
in the FM area,” Williams 
said.  
The consensus amongst all 
three speakers was that, as 
students, we play a crucial 
role in public higher educa-
tion and we must “invest in 
our future.” 
“The quality of life is out-
standing here,” Williams said. 
“We need to tell our story and 
how we are affected.” 
“As students you are cred-
ible to make the argument for 
the importance of higher edu-
cation,” Szymanski said.
TAxES, FRONT SuPPORT, FRONT
McAllister can be reached 
at mcallistje@mnstate.edu
Hilleren can be reached 
at jennyhilleren@hotmail.com
 
   I always like to 
interview people 
who went through 
historical events. I 
like their 
perspective. 
Terry Shoptaugh
 University Archivist 
“
TAAREN HAAk / THE ADvOcATE
Terry Shoptaught received a Minnesota Book Award nomination 
for “You Have Been kind Enough to Assist Me.”
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2009DragonFrost
MSUM’s students 
and faculty stay 
warm each winter 
by celebrating 
DragonFrostcHRiS HuBER / THE ADvOcATE
Alumni Nate Wright, left, and John Edmonds, right, compete in the snow shoe races on the cam-
pus mall Tuesday. Wright came out victorious with a dive over the finish line.
JARED WiNMill / THE ADvOcATE
Senior Emma Dillinger scoops ice cream during the “One-Ton 
Sundae” held in the cMu Tuesday.
JARED WiNMill / THE ADvOcATE
Professor emeritus James kaplan, left, and former president Roland Dille enjoy a bowl of ice 
cream at the Dragon Entertainment Group sponsored event Tuesday in the cMu.
cHRiS HuBER / THE ADvOcATE
A group of Dragons keep warm at Monday 
night’s bonfire on Nemzek Field.
The annual DragonFrost celebration 
brought a host of fun winter events 
to campus. The DragonFrost bonfire 
warmed up a cold Monday night, while 
the snowshoe races on Tuesday blazed 
across the campus mall. The Snow Drag-
on Sculpture Contest came with a $100 
prize, and while the “One-Ton Sundaes” 
in the CMU weren’t actually a ton, they 
were delicious (and free) all the same. 
Illusionist Christopher Carter dazzled au-
diences in the CMU Underground, read-
ing minds and bending spoons to uproar-
ious applause. A trivia challenge and food 
drive were scheduled for Wednesday, 
while today’s Organization Expo gives 
student organizations a chance to rally 
members while enjoying free chili.
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Always Looking for 
Local Musicians!
218-287-1846
Happy Hour!
$2 Bar Pours 
$3 Pitchers
$0.50 Draft Beers
Mon/Tues 4-7 pm
Wed/Thurs 7-11 pm
Fri 4-7 pm
LIVE MUSIC on 
Fridays & Saturdays! 
Upcoming Events (all shows start at 9pm):
Fri. 2/20: Billy D and the Crystals
Sat. 2/21: Whisky Sam
Fri. 2/27: Avalanche
Sat. 2/28: Avalanche
Fri. 3/6: Sick of Sarah w/Kill Baxter
Sat. 3/7: Sick of Sarah w/Kill Baxter
Sat. 3/14: Bethany and the Bandits
Karaoke on Wednesday nights!
Enjoy our 
FREE Taco Bar 
Monday - Friday
from 4 - 6pm in the 
Cantina. Your taste buds 
will thank you as they 
travel in style on a 
tasty taco trip.
PAR3030
801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com
Classifieds
You have options! Free 
pregnancy testing, limited 
ultrasounds – Confidential. Call 
701-237-6530 or 
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
Misc.
 Luv of Dog Rescue needs foster 
and forever families for many dogs 
who have been rescued from area 
pounds.Volunteer 
opportunities are also available. 
701-205-0190.  
Are you looking for the New Testa-
ment church? The church that 
Jesus built (Mt. 16:18)? We invite 
you to come and check us out. We 
follow only the Bible in all that we 
do. The Moorhead church of Christ 
meets at:
123 21st South. Our meeting times 
are: Sun 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM, 
4+BR/2BA/1GA/1700 SqFt, 1614 
18th St S, South of MSUM, 
avg $1175/mo.
3BR/2BA/1250 SqFt, 203 3rd St S, 
Woodlawn Park backyard, 
avg $1025/mo.
3BR/2BA/1GA/1767 SqFt, 1224 
6th Ave S, across from Lommen 
Hall, avg $1175/mo. Leave name, 
email, phone for more info.  
For Rent
Walk to MSUM. Large 2 bedroom, 
upper unit, quiet, smoke-free, 
security, 4 plex, newly painted, new 
bathroom, laundry facility, off-street 
parking. Call 233-1881 for info. 
Check out our new 
Web site!
www.mnstate.edu/
advocate
Jesse TrelsTad / The advocaTe
according to a new study, some parking lots on campus remain 
under utilized. lot W4, above, sits nearly empty at 2:45 p.m. Mon-
day.
“We’re going to take this 
really slow so that the pro-
gram is not hurt in any way,” 
director of admissions Gina 
Monson said. “Part of the 
beauty is the community feel 
over there.” 
While leaving home for 
college can be an intimidat-
ing experience for some, the 
program serves to ease that 
transition. 
According to Jacobs, stu-
dents are urged to participate 
in class discussion and per-
form just as well as the rest of 
their peers at MSUM.
“We have heard that more 
often than not, our students 
will speak up more because 
we have a community here 
where students are encour-
aged to speak up,” Jacobs 
said. 
Professors in the Corrick 
Center are carefully chosen for 
their qualifications and desire 
to teach in a small communal 
environment. Monson and 
Jacobs both attribute much of 
the program’s success to the 
strength of its faculty. 
“The faculty are awesome,” 
Monson said. “They are so 
committed to assisting stu-
dents.” 
the number of empty spots,” 
Michael Parks said, director 
of campus security.
The findings concluded that 
each day student and staff 
lots were full 90 percent of the 
time. The paylots were found 
to only be used 65 percent of 
the time, with the exception 
of one lot that is in the closest 
proximity to the buildings.
“The lots that are being 
most scrutinized are the ones 
not used to their capacity, 
which are reserved and meter 
parking,” Parks said.
The collected data was 
brought forth to the parking 
committee, which is made up 
of 14 members, including fac-
ulty and student representa-
tives. 
The main issue brought up 
to the committee is not the 
amount of parking spaces, 
but their location. The park-
ing lots were assigned so fac-
ulty and staff parking is closer 
to the buildings than student 
parking.
Senior Shana Haugen said 
the difficulty of parking 
depends on the time of day.
“I can usually find some-
thing, or I just pay to park 
if I can’t find one,” she said. 
“But if they want to increase 
enrollment it will get bad.”
Junior Jake Gysland, a stu-
dent representative on the 
committee, said some sort 
of compromise needs to be 
made. 
“The main point is that 
students have to be speak-
ing up,” he said. “As a vot-
ing member, students can 
have some power to change 
things.”
Possible changes have 
already been looked at for 
the length of time people can 
purchase at a meter as well 
as combining specified lots, 
according to Parks. 
Another matter Parks hopes 
to improve is full use of the 
parking lots. The biggest con-
cern is with reserved lots. 
According to the collected 
data, an average of 17 spots 
aren’t being used in these lots 
each day.
“Since this is a university, 
we are paying for all these 
spots, so we want to maximize 
their usage,” Parks said.
The next step will be figur-
ing out where to move from 
here with the new informa-
tion. Parks wants to work to 
sell enough permits based 
on the number of available 
spots.
“We could be viewed as a 
better neighbor to the commu-
nity with the right improve-
ments,” he said.
Parks said he is confident 
that the parking committee 
will weigh all options when 
making an informed deci-
sion on the collected data and 
eventually make a compro-
mise.
ParKING, FroNT corrIcK, FroNT
Nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
sailer can be reached
at sailerbe@mnstate.edu
